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Kennedy’s Foreign Policy
A presidential doctrine denotes to a policy principle outlined by the president to serve the national interest. A presidential doctrine is not a law but serves as a zeitgeist to solve an area of concern. A number of presidents in the U.S have incorporated the presidential doctrines, which might sometimes involve the use of force.  
Cold War concerns dominated during the 1960 presidential campaign in the U.S. At this time, John F. Kennedy was a Senator. The alliance between him and the then Vice President Richard Nixon pledged to reinforce the American Military Forces as well as take a tough stance against the Soviet Union that was fast perpetuating communism across the globe. In an effort to create a buffer zone between itself and Western Europe, the Soviet Union had created pro-communist regimes in Czech, Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Albania, Bulgaria, Romania, and East Germany. The global communist subversion created great fear, and Kennedy warned the U.S about the Soviet's increasing arsenal of intercontinental ballistic missiles (Huberman & Sweezy, 1961). Kennedy vowed to rejuvenate the American nuclear forces once he got into power. He also felt that the Eisenhower regime had failed by allowing the establishment of the pro-Soviet regime in Cuba. After he was elected, he affirmed, "Let every nation know whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, and oppose any foe to assure the survival and success of liberty" (Gallagher & Duncan, 2013). The first event of Kennedy was failed operation in The Bay of Pigs. It involved 1400 Cuban exiles invading Cuba's Bay of Pigs. The entire group was either captured or killed. Kennedy's doctrine was essentially a development of Truman's and Eisenhower's policies. The two Predecessors had created policies that aimed at suppressing communism. Truman's focused on averting the insurgency of communism in Greece, and Eisenhower's policy required the U.S to intervene in Middle East nations to prevent legitimate regimes from communist subversion. 
The relationship between U.S and Russia was driven by an intricate interplay of economic, political, and ideological factors that resulted in shifts between mistrustful cooperation and superpower rivalry. The divergent views between the two sides hindered them from coming up to a mutual understanding in relation to policy issues, such as the case of the Cuban missile crisis. During the cold war, the two nations did not fight directly; instead, they antagonized each other through strategies like propaganda, economic aid, arms build-ups, military coalitions, political maneuvering, and use of proxy wars among other countries. In 1961, President Kennedy met with Nikita Khrushchev, the Soviet leader, at Vienna Austria to discuss different matters such as the possibility of sending a man on the moon, Yuri Gagarin's space flight, Soviet's agriculture, and most importantly, the possibility of U.S and Russia regaining therapeutic relations in future. To Kennedy, the talk went bad, with Khrushchev threatening to build a wall between East Germany and West Germany to remove allied access to Germany. In August 1961, 2 months after the talk, the construction of the Berlin wall started. The move fuelled President Kennedy to order for the substantial increment of American Intercontinental ballistic forces (Huberman & Sweezy, 1961). In addition, he commanded for the addition of five army divisions as well as the increase of military reserves and air power. 
The current relationship between the U.S and Russia is marred with a lot of mistrusts. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the U.S adopted a bipartisan strategy with Russia that facilitated collaboration on global concerns as well as promoting foreign trade and investment. However, this strategy was downgraded in 2014, when Russia bleached Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Kennedy's doctrine had a profound impact on global affairs; it meant intervening on the governance to contain communism subversion. Cuba and Vietnam remain as case points of Kennedy's policy. Kennedy was sure that using the exiles would remove Castro from the ruling. In the same vein, shortly after Kennedy's inauguration, Kennedy approved the military to enter South Vietnam and convince them of the communist North. In two years only, over 16000 U.S military had entered in Vietnam. 
In general, Kennedy's presidential doctrine aimed at containing communism and reversing communism subversion in the Western hemisphere. Clearly, Kennedy's goal was not accomplished. A series of failures and successes marred the foreign policy doctrine. First, after he allowed the Cuban exiles to attack the Bay of Pigs, the operation went bad because the exiles were not provided with adequate air support (Gallagher & Duncan, 2013). Second, the talk with Khrushchev about the soviet Union only triggered the erecting of the Berlin wall; as a result, blocking Kennedy's goal to thwart and reverse communism in the Western hemisphere. Finally, the attempts by the U.S to start initiatives in Western Europe like supporting Britain to join the European Defense Integration and European Economic Community were unsuccessful. In relation to success, following the Cuban Missile Crisis, the world and the countrymen applauded Kennedy. The crisis is the epitome of Kennedy's diplomatic ability and bravado. 
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